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Gen er al  Mar k in g  Gu id an ce  

 

 

• All candidates must  receive the same t reatment .  

Exam iners must  mark the first  candidate in exact ly the 

same way as they mark the last .  

• Mark schemes should be applied posit ively. Candidates 

must  be rewarded for what  they have shown they can do 

rather than penalised for om issions.  

• Exam iners should mark according to the m ark scheme not  

according to their  percept ion of where the grade 

boundaries may lie.  

• There is no ceiling on achievement . All marks on the mark 

scheme should be used appropr iately.  

• All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be 

awarded. Exam iners should always award full marks if 

deserved, i.e. if the answer matches the mark scheme.  

Exam iners should also be prepared to award zero marks if 

the candidate’s response is not  worthy of credit  according 

to the mark scheme. 

• Where some judgement  is required, mark schemes will 

provide the principles by which marks will be awarded and 

exemplif icat ion may be lim ited. 

• When examiners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion of 

the mark scheme to a candidate’s response, the team  

leader must  be consulted. 

• Crossed out  work should be marked UNLESS the candidate 

has replaced it  with an alternat ive response. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Assessm en t  cr i t e r ia  

 

Assesm ent  criteria reflects the standards expected for I GCSEs. I t  will therefore not  

be necessary for candidates to perform  ‘perfect ly’ in order t o at t ract  the highest  

m arks available in each assessm ent  criteria grid. References to ‘standard’ should be 

interpreted in this context .  

 

Maj o r  er r o r s 

 

These m ay include, for exam ple, the consistent  m ism atching of subject  and verb 

form s, use of inappropriate tenses and/ or incorrect  vocabulary.  

 

Min or  e r r o r s 

 

These m ay include, for exam ple, the occasional om ission of accents, incorrect  

gender, art icle, slight  spelling errors.  

 

Aw ar d in g  m ar k s 

 

Marks are awarded posit ively using the following assessm ent  criteria gr ids. The 

m ark awarded reflect s t he extent  to which the task as a whole has been 

successfully com m unicated and com pleted. To determ ine if a candidate should fain 

the upper or lower num ber of m arks in the box, it  is im portant  to refer to the boxes 

and above and below. I f the candidate’s peform ance borders m ore on the 

perform ance of the box below than the box above, then the lower m ark is allocated. 

On certain occasions, a candidate’s perform ance m ay require a ‘best  fit ’ m ark. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer Mark 

1               ( 1 5 )  
 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer Mark 

1 ( a)  යාල ජාතික වෙනෝද්යා1නය නැරඹීමට ෙහොදම කාලය 
ෙදසැම්බර් සහ මැයි මාස අතර ය. 

( 2 )  

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer Mark 

1 ( b )  ෙහට හවස කඩුලු පන්දු ක්රී ඩා කිරීමට (ක්රිwකට් 
ගැසීමට) ඒමට කැමති කවුද? 

( 2 )  

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer Mark 

1 ( c)  ෙශේක්ෂප්ියර් එංගලන්තෙය් සිටි ශේර්◌ීෂ්ඨත ම 
ෙල්ඛකයාය.  

( 2 )  

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer Mark 

1 ( d )  මම මානව අයිතිවාසිකම් පිළිබද ඔෙබ් අදහසව්ලට 
මුලුමනින් (එකෙහලා) එකගෙවමි.  

( 2 )  

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer Mark 

1 ( e)  මෙග් ජනප්රි◌ියතම  දුම්රිය චාරිකාවලින් එකක් 
නම් මහනුවර සිට බදුල්ල ගමන යි. 

( 2 )  

 

 
 

 



Quest ion 2 – Translat ion into Sinhala 

 
Marks are awarded for t ransmission and quality of language, using the following 
assessment  criteria grids.  
 

Transmission Mark 

No language worthy of credit .  0 

Only the very basic points are t ransmit ted successfully with some very 
st raight forward sect ions totally misunderstood. The style is often incomprehensible. 
Communicat ion is frequent ly impaired.  

 
1-3 

Only the more st raight forward and concrete points are t ransmit ted successfully. Very 
lit t le or no awareness of nuance and/ or idiom. Several sect ions totally 
misunderstood. The style is incoherent  with communicat ion impaired at  t imes.  

 
4-6 
 

The main points, usually narrat ive and concrete, are conveyed successfully for the 
most  part ,  although problems are encountered with more complex language. 
Inference, nuance and idiom t ransmit ted successfully on occasions. Some passages 
misunderstood and at tempts at  rephrasing only part ially successful.  The style is not  
always coherent .  

 
7-9 

A generally very competent  rendering of the original text  with grasp of most  detail,  
nuance and idiom. Some passages, usually more complex, misinterpreted. Some 
successful at tempts at  rephrasing. The style is generally pleasing.  

10-12 

Excellent  t ransmission skills with clear grasp of detail.  Excellent  t ransfer of 
inference, nuance and idiom. Pleasant  to read. 

13-15 

 

Quality of language Mark 

No language worthy of credit .  0 

A very high incidence of basic error in all aspects of grammar, syntax and 
morphology. Basic lexis and st ructures appropriate to the task are unknown. No 
awareness of tense concept / t ime sequence. Large sect ions totally misunderstood. 
Communicat ion impaired. Very lit t le worthy of credit . 

 
1-2 

Some inaccuracies in basic grammar, although narrat ive sect ions, usually short  and 
st raight forward, are in general correct . Lexis and st ructures appropriate to the task 
rest ricted with some often quite basic items unknown. At  t imes some fairly basic 
problems with tense concept / t ime sequence. Use of given adj ect ives and/ or 
adverbial phrases occasionally evident , though these are likely to be only part ially 
successful. Often quite dif f icult  to follow.  

 
3-4 
 

Largely accurate when using simple, short  phrases: incidence of error increases in 
more complex language. Lexis and st ructures appropriate to the task tend to be 
adequate, with several items unknown. Some use of given adj ect ives and/ or 
adverbial phrases with some degree of success. About  half  of what  is writ ten should 
be free of maj or errors. Not  always easy to read. 

 
5-6 

A high level of accuracy overall,  however with occasional basic errors, usually in more 
complex language. Uses a wide range of lexis and st ructures appropriate to the task 
with occasional lapses. Grasp of tense concept / t ime sequence generally secure, 
although occasional lapses are evident . Pleasant  to read for the most  part .  

7-8 

A very high level of accuracy with only minor errors. Confident  use of a wide range of 
lexis and st ructures appropriate to the task. Excellent  grasp of tense concept / t ime 
sequence. Very pleasant  to read overall,  although not  necessarily fault less.  

9-10 

 
 
 
 

 



Quest ion 

Number 

Answer Mark 

2  සුදු පැහැති කලිසමක් සහ සුදු පැහැති කමිසයක් ද, 
කලු පැහැති ෙකෝට්එකක් සමග කර පටියක් ද හැද, 
කලු පැහැති පා වහන් යුගලයකින් සැරසී සිටි දුම්රිය 
අණ ෙදන නිලධාරියා ෙපොඩිමැණිෙක් දුම්රිය 
පිටත්වීමට, ඔහුෙග් නළාව පිඹ ෙකොළ පැහැති 
ෙකොඩියක් වැනුෙව් ය. ෙකොළඹ සිට කිෙලෝ මීටර් 290 
ක් දුර ඇති බදුල්ල බලා පිටත්වන  ෙමම 
දුම්රියට(ඉංගිරිසිෙයන් “ Lit t le Maiden”                              
නමින් හැදින්ෙව්) මනහර ෙත් වතුවලින් පිරුණු 
කදුකර පරිසරය මැදින් ෙසමින් ගමන් කරමින් 
බදුල්ලට ළගා වීමට  පැය දහයක් ගතෙව්. 
 
පිටත්වන බවට අනතුරු සංඥාවක් නිකුත් කරමින් 
ඩීසල් දුම්රිය ෙකොළඹ ෙකොටු ව දුම්රිය සථ්ානෙය් 
ප් ල්ධාන ෙව්දිකාෙවන් පිටත් විය.  තවත් දුම්රියක්, 
උඩරට මැණිෙක් (“ Upcount ry Maiden” ), 
 ඊට පසුව දින පතා උෙද් 9.45 ට පිටත්ෙව්. එෙහත් 
ෙමම දුම්රිය රෑ වන ෙතක් බදුල්ලට ළගා ෙනොෙව්.  
 
ෙමම ඉසත්රම් ෙකටි දුම්රිය ගම ෙන් ආරම්භය ශර්ීෙ◌ේ 
ලංකාෙව් ෙත් කර්මාන්තෙය් ආරම්භය දක්වා දිෙව්. 
ෙමම දුම්රිය ගමන ෙලෝකෙය් ඇති අතිශයින් රමණීය 
වූ එකක් ෙලස දුම්රිය ගමන් ෙලෝලයින් විසින් පිළිගනු 
ලබයි. උඩ රටට ගමන් ගත් මුල්ම දුම්රිය  මහනුවරට 
ළගා වූෙය් 1867 දී ය. ශ්රීය ලංකාෙව් ෙවළද ව්යාතපාරයක් 
වශෙයන් ෙත් වගාව ආරම්භ කෙළේ එම අවුරුද්ෙද්දීම 
ය. කදූකරයට දුම්රිය ගමන් පහසුව ලැබීෙම් 
ෙහේතුෙවන් 
ෙත් වගා කරන්නන්ට ඔවුන්ෙග් ෙත් නිෂප්ාදන 
එංගලන්තය බලා පහසුෙවන් නැව් ගත කිරීමට 
 ෙකොළඹට යැවීමට හැකිවි ය.  දුම්රිය ගමනාගමනය 
ෙහේතුෙවන් ෙත් නිෂ්පාදනය ෙදගුණ ෙතගුණ වී ය. ෙත් 
නිෂප්ාදන නැව් මගින් විෙද්ශවලට යැවීම ෙහේතුෙවන්  
දුම්රිය ධාවනය සදහා ආදායම් මාර්ග සැලසුණි. 
 
ෙත් නිෂ්පාදනය කදුකරය පුරාම පැතිරීමත් සමගම, 
දුම්රිය ගමනාගමනය ද ව්යාමප්ත විය. එය 1894 දී 
බංඩාරෙවල දක්වා  දීර්ඝවිය. 1956 වර්ෂෙය් දී, උඩරට 
මැණිෙක්  දුම්රිය ෙමම මාර්ගෙය් ගමන් කිරීම 
ඇරඹිණ. එතැන් පටන් ෙමම 
දුම්රිය ෙනොකඩවා ධාවනය ෙකෙර්.  
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Qu est ion  3 –  Tr an slat ion  in t o  En g l ish   

 

Marks are awarded for t ransm ission and qualit y of language, using the 

following assessment  cr iter ia gr ids.  

 

Transm ission Mark 

No language worthy of credit .  0 

Only the very basic points are t ransm it ted successfully with som e very 

st raight forward sect ions totally m isunderstood. The style is often 

incomprehensible. Communicat ion is frequent ly impaired.  

 

1-3 

Only the more st raight forward and concrete points are t ransm it ted 

successfully. Very lit t le or no awareness of nuance and/ or idiom. Several 

sect ions totally m isunderstood. The style is incoherent  with com municat ion 

impaired at  t imes.  

 

4-6 

 

The main points, usually narrat ive and concrete, are conveyed successfully 

for the most  part , although problems are encountered with more complex 

language. I nference, nuance and idiom  t ransm it ted successfully on 

occasions. Some passages m isunderstood and at tempts at  rephrasing only 

part ially successful. The style is not  always coherent .  

 

7-9 

A generally very competent  rendering of the original text  with grasp of most  

detail, nuance and idiom. Some passages, usually more complex, 

m isinterpreted. Some successful at tempts at  rephrasing. The style is 

generally pleasing.  

10-12 

Excellent  t ransm ission skills with clear grasp of detail. Excellent  t ransfer of 

inference, nuance and idiom. Pleasant  to read. 
13-15 

 

 

Quality of language Mark 

No language worthy of credit .  0 

A very high incidence of basic error in all aspects of grammar, syntax and 

morphology. Basic lexis and st ructures appropriate to the task are unknown. 

No awareness of tense concept/ t ime sequence. Large sect ions totally 

m isunderstood. Com municat ion impaired. Very lit t le worthy of credit .  

 

1-2 

Some inaccuracies in basic grammar, although narrat ive sect ions, usually 

short  and st raight forward, are in general correct . Lexis and st ructures 

appropriate to the task rest r icted with some often quite basic items 

unknown. At  t imes some fair ly basic problems with tense concept / t ime 

sequence. Use of given adject ives and/ or adverbial phrases occasionally 

evident , though these are likely to be only part ially successful. Often quite 

diff icult  to follow.  

 

3-4 

 

Largely accurate when using simple, short  phrases:  incidence of error 

increases in more complex language. Lexis and st ructures appropriate to the 

task tend to be adequate, with several item s unknown. Some use of given 

adject ives and/ or adverbial phrases with some degree of success. About  half 

of what  is wr it ten should be free of major errors. Not  always easy to read. 

 

5-6 

A high level of accuracy overall, however with occasional basic errors, 

usually in more complex language. Uses a wide range of lexis and st ructures 

appropriate to the task with occasional lapses. Grasp of tense concept / t ime 

sequence generally secure, although occasional lapses are evident . Pleasant  

to read for the most  part .  

7-8 

 



A very high level of accuracy with only m inor errors. Confident  use of a wide 

range of lexis and st ructures appropriate to the task. Excellent  grasp of 

tense concept / t ime sequence. Very pleasant  to read overall, although not  

necessarily fault less.  

9-10 

 
 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer Mark 

3   

I f you like to go on holiday to sites with historical interest , 

then the ancient  city of Polonnaruwa in Sr i Lanka is ideal for 

you.  

 

Polonnaruwa is a World Heritage Site roughly 200 km from 

Colombo in North Cent ral Province. I t  is the second most  

ancient  of Sr i Lanka’s k ingdoms and was declared the 

capital by King Vijayabahu I  in the 11th century AD and 

remained so unt il the 13th century AD. According to legend, 

this cit y was named after the Sage Pu last h i  who is 

ment ioned in the stor ies of the Mah a Bh ar at a. But  as most  

scholars believe, this name had been used for the reason 

that  the area was full of paddy fields and the word ‘p o lo ’ 

had the meaning of ‘paddy fields’.  

 

Polonnaruwa was important  because of its economic 

st ructure and polit ical stability.  The  irr igat ion indust ry in 

Polonnaruwa was int roduced at  the early part  of the 

Anuradhapura Per iod.  I t  was King Mahasen (274 – 301 

A.D.)  who init iated the irr igat ion indust ry during the 

Anuradhapura Per iod. Mahavamsa gives detailed account  of 

t ireless efforts that  this k ing took to make his count ry self-

sufficient  by const ruct ing lakes such as Min n er iy a  and 

Kaw d u lu .  

 

As well as the lakes, there are many ancient  archaeological 

ruins that  tour ists can visit , including palaces and Buddhist  

temples. A t icket  costs 3000 LKR and there is an excellent  

museum on the site as well.   

 

The best  t ime to visit  Polonnaruwa is from December to 

April, when the weather is not  too hot . There are many 

hotels and bed and breakfast  p laces  very close to the 

histor ical site to suit  a range of budgets.  
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Qu est ion  4  –  W r i t in g  ( 3 5  m ar k s)  
 

Marks are awarded for com m u n icat ion  an d  con t en t  and q u al i t y  o f  

lan g u ag e , using the following assessment  grid.  
 
 

Communicat ion and content  Mark 

No language worthy of credit .  0 

Task generally m isunderstood with lit t le relevant  informat ion conveyed. 

Much ambiguity, confusion and om ission. Level of response m inimal with 

only a few relevant  phrases. Communicat ion largely impaired. Time 

sequences rarely correct . Largely incomprehensible with the except ion of 

isolated items. Very diff icult  to read.  

 

1-4 

Main points of the task understood but  some points totally m isunderstood. 

Some major om issions with a degree of irrelevance and/ or repet it ion. Level 

of response fair ly lim ited with lit t le opinion and just if icat ion appropriate to 

the task. Funct ions predominant ly in simple, concrete sentences for the 

most  part . Some evidence of correct  t ime sequences but  most ly 

inconsistent  and insecure. Just  about  comprehensible overall with, 

however, a marked degree of ambiguit y. Not  easy to read. 

 

 5-8 

 

Majority of task completed, however, with some significant  om issions. 

There may be some irrelevance. Goes beyond a m inimal response with 

some expansion of ideas and st raight forward opinion relevant  to the task. 

Time sequences show a degree of ambiguit y at  t imes. Comprehensible 

overall with some at tempt  to link the piece into a coherent  whole. 

Ambiguous in places especially in more am bit ious language. Tends to be 

somewhat  predictable.  

 

9-12 

Responds to nearly all of the task although there may be some om issions. 

Some relevant  expansion at  t imes. Provides evidence of descript ion, 

narrat ion and opinion as appropriate to the task. Time sequences generally 

sound with occasional lapses. A generally well st ructured piece of wr it ing. A 

sound at tempt  overall to link the piece into a coherent  whole with, 

however, some lapses. May be a lit t le pedest r ian and predictable or 

somewhat  over-ambit ious at  t imes.  

13-16 

Responds fully and appropriately to the st imulus with excellent  and 

relevant  expansion. Gives detailed descr ipt ions, expresses and just if ies 

opinions as appropr iate to the task. The t ime sequence is clear and 

unambiguous. A coherent  piece of wr it ing which is pleasant  to read.  

17-20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Quality of language Mark 

No language worthy of credit .  0 

A high level of inaccuracy with very frequent  and basic errors in grammar, 

syntax and morphology. There may be the occasional correct  phrase. No 

awareness of tense concept / t ime reference. Vocabulary very basic with 

lit t le of no evidence of correct  use of basic st ructures. Communicat ion is 

severely impaired overall. Ext remely diff icult  to read. 

 

1-3 

Accuracy is inconsistent  with frequent  basic errors in grammar, syntax and 

morphology. Sim ple, short  sentences are somet imes correct , but  very lit t le 

beyond. Range of vocabulary and st ructure very lim ited. Use of tense 

concept / t ime reference lim ited and often inappropriate. Lim ited success in 

at tempts at  enhancement  of fact  with adject ives and/ or adverbial phrases. 

Not  easy to read.  

 

 4-6 

 

Fair ly accurate in sim ple language, however tends to be inconsistent  in 

applicat ion of gramm ar, syntax and morphology when at tempt ing more 

complex language. Range of vocabulary, idiom and st ructure standard and 

somewhat  predictable. Some inconsistency in use of tense concept / t ime 

reference. Some at tempts at  subordinat ion and sentence linking which are 

only part ially successful. At tempts enhancement  of fact  with adject ives 

and/ or adverbial phrases with moderate success. About  half of what  is 

writ ten should be free of major errors. Despite inaccuracies, the basic 

message is conveyed.  

 

7-9 

Generally accurate and secure in gramm ar, syntax and morphology with 

some lapses. Accuracy less secure when more complex language is 

at tempted. Uses a good range of vocabulary, idiom and st ructure, which 

are for the most  part  appropriate to the task. At tempts at  more ambit ious 

st ructures not  always successful. Generally a secure grasp of tense 

concept / t ime reference. Manipulates language to suit  the task at  hand, 

however with some errors. A wide range of vocabulary, idiom and st ructure 

may compensate for a lower level of accuracy. Generally easy to read 

despite the errors.  

10-12 

Predominant ly accurate:  free of all but  m inor errors in gram mar, syntax 

and morphology. Uses a wide range of vocabulary, idiom and st ructure 

appropriate to the task with very lit t le or no repet it ion. Excellent  use of 

tense concept / t ime reference. Excellent  examples of subordinat ion and 

appropriate use of more complex st ructures. Clear ability to manipulate 

language with a high degree of accuracy to suit  the purpose. Very pleasant  

to read, though not  necessarily fault less.  

13-15 
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